The shape

of

life fo come

Two women are immortalising the body shape of
pregnancy through the creation of plaster belly
castings. ANGIE FOX reportfs.

“Some people have
said to us'Can you make
me a littke higher here or
thinner there™
We tell them we aren't
plastic surgeons.
The plaster doesn't lie.”
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They have since created bely castingsifor
miaee than A0 wamen arpund Victona, all kean

o have 3 three-dimentional documeniation of
their pregnancy. belhes, breasts and al

Aside from immaortakiing her pregnancy,
Shalman said her casl has enatken ner son
Falix, mearly thres, to commprehend the birth
PrOCEss.

=It's something tangrble, ™ Lha tied, “He.can
understand that he was i théne and see what
mummy looked ke And thankfully, Fele
hasn't yat asked how' he gof side

Casts are made arownd the 35-week mark
of the pregnancy when the stomach is very, full
Takimg anly one hour, the torso is wrapped in
s layers of adist’s plaster, which when et
starts to release and can e painlessly removed
fram theé i

Wheen the cast & completely dry, the
decorating process begins, The duo suggests
diesigns o work with matenals supplied by the
clisnt

O wepman decoeated her cast with 2
collage of photos taken at the birth, piclunes of
the ultrasound and shots of other family
members. She alia included the birth notice
from the Ausiraban Mouath NewT,

The duo painstakingly decorated Shulman®s
o casts with abonginal-inspired dot
paintings.

Fincus said that pregnant swomen, althaugh
wanting to preserve their shape, ane still critecal
of thewr appearance

*Somie peapde have said to us 'Can you
make me a ile higher here or thinner thare?*
e tell them we aren’t plastic surgeons. The
plaster dossn’t s,

This was especially true for one wornan,
withose balvy happened to Kick just as (he
plaster was setting, =If you rub your hand over
b cast, you can feel the spot where the baby
kicked.” Shulman explaingd. © 5he ywas 50
happy because you can normally never fesl
that again.”

Though not all the women fove their
pregrant shape, Shidman said many, of them
approciate the sentimental value of the cast.

*[t's not your wholie body, it7s not your face,
it your baby. So when the cast comes off,
peoph just love it," Shulman sasd

"Once they are painted it takes the 1ocus
off the body, It becomes a piece of art."

5o far mo-one has gone into labour dunng
the casting peocess. But the pair has a plan of
ACTRON [USL 10 Case,

W aik thevwarmen what hospital they ane
going toand who their doctor is. Ve know
what to do, but we'd rather not be delvenng.
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